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From country 5 [GREECE]: @ 48
Total number of participants: | 218 From total number of countries: | 5

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

The first online session of the Neshama project was dedicated to an introduction to the history of the
Holocaust. Led by Hubert Strouk, Head of the Education Department at the Mémorial de la Shoah, this
session provided young ambassadors with the historical and geographical framework needed to
understand what the term Holocaust means and what the genocidal process involved.

Teaching the history of the Holocaust is no simple task. The events, actors, and national contexts
involved are numerous, and the implementation of anti-Jewish persecution and genocide varied across
Europe depending on each country’s relationship to Nazi Germany. In this introductory session, Hubert
Strouk helped participants grasp this complexity while also highlighting the importance of terminology,
historical scale, and the progression from antisemitic prejudice to mass extermination.

By tracing the development of hatred against Jews in Europe, the gradual exclusion of Jewish
populations, and the stages leading to the “Final Solution to the Jewish question,” the session offered
students a clear entry point into one of the most complex chapters of twentieth-century history. It laid
the groundwork for a deeper understanding of the Holocaust as both a historical event and a European
process of radicalization, persecution, and destruction.

Aim of the session and key learning objectives

This first training session was designed to give the Young Ambassadors a clear and structured
introduction to the history of the Holocaust. It offers the historical foundations needed to understand how
hatred of Jews developed in Europe, how persecution escalated, and how the “Final Solution” was
implemented across the continent.

The session also prepared participants to use precise vocabulary and to distinguish among key
concepts such as genocide, Shoah/Holocaust, concentration camp, killing centre, ghettoization, and
industrialized mass murder.

Programme of the event

This session was designed to give participants a first set of reference points for understanding the
Holocaust in its historical context. It also aimed to strengthen their ability to identify the key stages of
persecution and to use the appropriate terminology when discussing this period.

Another objective was to show that the Holocaust cannot be understood through a single narrative, as
its implementation varied across countries and evolved over time. The session encouraged students to
approach the subject with historical accuracy, while also developing a broader awareness of how
genocide unfolds.

Main themes
Scale and consequences of the Holocaust in Europe.

The session began with a presentation of the historical and conceptual framework of the Holocaust. It
introduced the vocabulary needed to discuss the subject accurately and outlined the main questions of
the lecture: how hatred of Jews developed in Europe, and how the Nazi project of extermination was
implemented.

A first section focused on Jews during the inter-war period. The lecture emphasized that 9 to 10 million
Jews lived in Europe before the First World War and that Jewish life was diverse, shaped by different
social conditions, cultures, and migratory movements from Eastern to Western Europe.
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The session then moved to the progressive exclusion of Jews from German society. It explained how
Nazi policy unfolded in stages: legal exclusion through the Nuremberg Laws in 1935, intensive
propaganda, and organized violence such as Kristallnacht in 1938.

Focus on the escalation of persecution

A second major part of the session covered the years 1939 to 1941, when persecution escalated into
expulsion, detention, and ghettoization. The lecture highlighted the Madagascar Plan, internment camps
in Western Europe, and the creation of ghettos in Central and Eastern Europe as part of a wider policy
of segregation and control.

The course then examined the radicalization of Nazi policy in 1941 and the development of what the
presentation described as a “war of extermination.” This included mobile killing operations by the
Einsatzgruppen and the gradual industrialization of mass murder through census-taking, identification,
marking, rounding up, dispossession, internment, and deportation.

Focus on the industrialization of murder

The final historical section focused on the industrialization of crime, especially the role of killing centres
and Auschwitz. The lecture showed how the Nazi system transformed genocide into a bureaucratic and
technological process, linking policy decisions to the concrete reality of deportation and destruction.

This part was intended to help students understand that the Holocaust was not a single event, but a
sequence of escalating measures carried out across Europe. It also underlined the importance of
documentary evidence and visual sources in grasping the scale of the destruction.

Pedagogical approach and expected outcome

This session was delivered as a lecture supported by maps, photographs, historical documents, and
guided explanation of key terms. The material lends itself to a chronological approach that helps
students follow the shift from discrimination to extermination.

To align with NESHAMA's wider method, the session also included a short discussion period in which
participants could connect the history they were learning to the memory sites and national histories they
had to later present.

This introductory session equipped the Young Ambassadors with the essential historical knowledge
needed for the rest of the programme. It also gave them a common framework for understanding later
sessions on Jewish life before the Shoah, memory policies, and testimony.

All training sessions took place on Zoom and were followed by a Q&A session between the
Ambassadors and the speaker. The sessions were only accessible to members of the NESHAMA
network (ambassadors, teachers and partners). Each partner and/or teacher ensured locally that
ambassadors were present at the session and signed the attendance lists.
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