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Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

Objectives of the session

The second testimony session gave the students the opportunity to discover the story of David Laszlo
Mandel, a Hungarian Jew and Holocaust survivor. His journey is particularly striking as it reflects the
European dimension of the Shoah. Born in Hungary, David Laszlo Mandel was deported to Birkenau, in
present-day Poland, before being transferred to a subcamp of Gross-Rosen and then to Langenstein in
Germany, a subcamp of Buchenwald. As a survivor of the Langenstein-Zwieberge camp, one of
NESHAMA'’s partner institutions, David Laszlo Mandel’s journey from Hungary through Germany and
France to Israel offers a powerful testimony for the young NESHAMA ambassadors.

Biography of the speaker: Mr. David LASZLO MANDEL
David Laszlo Mandel, born November 3, 1928, in Somoskorod (Hungarian: Somoskd&ujfalu) in Hungary

In April 1944, David Laszlo Mandel was deported to the Auschwitz concentration camp and, after a few
weeks, transferred to the Flinfteichen subcamp (Hungarian: Mitoszyce) (a subcamp of the Gross-Rosen
concentration camp). From there, he was taken on a death march to the Gross-Rosen concentration
camp, where he had already been registered with the prisoner number 42787.

On January 9 or 10, 1945, David Laszlo Mandel was transferred from the Gross-Rosen concentration
camp to the Buchenwald concentration camp as part of the evacuation transport. In Buchenwald, he
was registered with the prisoner number 127816. Initially housed in Barrack 63, he was later transferred
to Barrack 66. On April 11, 1945, David Laszlo Mandel was liberated from Buchenwald.

On June 5, 1945, he left Buchenwald for France (Ecouis). From there, he briefly returned home and
then went to the Leipheim DP camp (Bavaria). There, he met American soldiers and worked for four
years for the American military (UNRRA) in the nearby town of Glinzburg. From there, he left Europe
for Israel in 1949.

Moderated by the Coordinator of the project, all testimonial meetings took place on Zoom and were
followed by a Q&A session between the Ambassadors and the speaker. The sessions were only
accessible to members of the NESHAMA network (ambassadors, teachers and partners). Each partner
and/or teacher ensured locally that ambassadors were present at the session and signed the attendance
lists.
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