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Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

Objectives of the session

The third testimony session was devoted to the story of Darko Fischer, a Holocaust survivor from the
Balkans. Mr Fischer's story is that of a young child from a long-established Jewish family who
miraculously survived the Shoah thanks to exile. From being a survivor, he became an activist in the
fight against antisemitism and Holocaust denial, actively engaging with the Jewish community in Zagreb.
A unique account of Jewish history in the Balkans, which remains largely unknown even today. A
valuable testimony for students, young Neshama ambassadors.

Biography of the speaker: Mr. Darko Fischer

Born on January 2, 1938, in Osijek to a secular Jewish family. Survived the Holocaust in exile and hiding
in Bosnia and Hungary. Completed primary and secondary school — gymnasium — in Osijek. Graduated,
received his master's and doctoral degrees from the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computer
Science (formerly the Faculty of Electrical Engineering) in Zagreb in the field of electronics and computer
science. Worked in Osijek at the Saponia Chemical Plant and at the Faculty of Economics and Electrical
Engineering. Retired in 2003 with the title of associate professor.

Jewish activist since his student days. President of the Jewish Community of Osijek from 1988 to 2004.
Editor of several historical books about the Jews in Osijek and Vinkovci. Winner of the Jewish awards
"Megilla — Thank you note". Published a book of short stories on Jewish topics "Sketches from the
Emigration". Frequent participant and lecturer at various Jewish conferences. President of the Jewish
non-governmental organization B'nai B'rith in Zagreb 2015-2019. He was also the initiator and editor of
the magazine "Glasnik/Herald", which is published in web format by the B'nai B'rith lodge from Zagreb.
He has lived in Zagreb since 2010.

Moderated by the Coordinator of the project, all testimonial meetings took place on Zoom and were
followed by a Q&A session between the Ambassadors and the speaker. The sessions were only
accessible to members of the NESHAMA network (ambassadors, teachers and partners). Each partner
and/or teacher ensured locally that ambassadors were present at the session and signed the attendance
lists.
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